
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking of Dogs Newsletter Readers receive a 15% discount using the code 

“SODCONFERENCE24” 

Living in a city can be a whirlwind of activity, with the constant hustle and bustle, construction noise, 
congestion, and the ever-present sense of frustration in the air. Imagine experiencing all this with a 
heightened sense of smell and hearing – our canine companions face this sensory overload daily. This is 
especially true for rescue dogs who have transitioned from quieter environments to the chaotic city life. 

https://educanine.org/2024-conference


It’s no surprise that many city dogs struggle, and not just in Toronto. Trainers worldwide have been 
asking, “What is happening to our city dogs? Why are fear, anxiety, and reactivity on the rise?” This is an 
essential problem with many facets, and it’s time we address it together. 

Driven by a passion for helping our four-legged friends and a constant thirst for learning, I envisioned a 
gathering where people could learn, connect, and advocate for our city dogs. Thus, the Dogs and the City 
Conference was born in 2023. There’s nothing quite like it in Canada or anywhere else. People from 
around the globe will join us both in person and virtually. 

This year promises to be an inspiring event for those involved with rescues or simply passionate about 
dogs. This isn’t a “sit down and listen” type of conference. It’s interactive and collaborative, filled with 
practical techniques and skills you can immediately apply to make city living easier for you and your dog. 
The sense of community at this conference is unmatched – there’s nothing like being surrounded by 
fellow dog lovers! 

Here’s a sneak peek at our exciting lineup: 

 

Dr. Kristina Spaulding Presents: Managing Stress and Promoting Resiliency in the City 

Fear, stress, and anxiety are widespread among city dogs, often leading to various behavioral challenges. 
Dr. Kristina Spaulding, author of “The Stress Factor in Dogs” will share practical strategies for reducing 
stress and fostering confidence and resilience in urban canine companions. Whether you have a fearful 
or anxious dog, you’re involved with rescues, assisting dogs transitioning to city life, or regularly 
interacting with fearful dogs, this presentation promises invaluable insights and actionable takeaways for 
all attendees. 



 

Emily Strong Presents: Enrichment Framework to Meet Everyone’s Needs 

Join Emily Strong, co-author of “Canine Enrichment for the Real World,” for an insightful exploration of 
enriching the lives of city dogs – especially those who find leashed walking challenging! Emily’s 
interactive workshop promises to deliver practical benefits that will make city dogs happier and make life 
with city dogs much easier for both individual owners and professionals. 

 

Sam DeJong Presents: Control Unleashed in the City – Pattern Games to Help City Dogs 

Sam DeJong is bringing the Control Unleashed program to the city! This program is perfect for dogs who 
are uncomfortable around other dogs, easily distracted, reactive, anxious, stressed, or struggling with 
impulse control. The techniques Sam will share are set to transform both your and your dog’s lives – and 
they’re super easy and fun! 



Join us for a unique and dynamic event where learning and connecting with like-minded dog lovers will 
leave you inspired and equipped to help our city dogs thrive. 

When:  September 27th, 28th & 29th from 10am to 5pm 

Where: 918 Bathurst St, Toronto   OR   in the comfort of your home through the virtual option 

Order tickets: https://educanine.org/2024-conference 

How much?  Receive 15% off any ticket with the code “SODCONFERENCE24” 

In-Person Weekend Pass – $565 In-Person Daily Rate – $195 

Virtual Weekend Pass – $320 Virtual Daily Rate – $120 

*** All tickets include a recording of the day(s) purchased *** 

 
Written by 

 
Andrea Dinan, CPDT-KA, LFDM-T, FFCT 

In addition to the certifications above, Andrea is certified 
through the Karen Pryor Foundations and Kids Around 

Dogs, and she has also taken the Masters Course in Dog 
Aggression through AggressiveDog.com. She is the 

founder of EduCanine and City Dogs Training & Behavior 
and also created “The Rescue Plan.” 
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Click here to see a video of Sky 

If you think you are the right fit for Sky, please fill out an application for our consideration. 

Click here to visit our adoption application. 

 

https://www.speakingofdogs.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/video000000.mp4
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/adoption/dog-adoption-application-2/
https://a.co/6NoQfvE
https://www.speakingofdogs.com/adoption/adoption-process/
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Dear Speaking of Dogs Rescue, 

Hubert aka Hubie is perfect. He is a gentle, loving, sweet soul. 

We bonded immediately. It is just Hubie and me and the 

occasional senior small dog who comes for visits when 

neighbours go on holiday. Hubie loves their company. 

Hubie’s foster Mom, Nora, was a miracle worker. While Hubie 

was with Nora, she discovered his gastric issues were due to an 

allergy to chicken. She got Hubie onto a lamb diet and he’s 

been on it ever since. Hubie’s blood work is always perfect 

and he loves his new veterinarian here in Toronto. 

I have fostered and adopted many Speaking of Dogs senior babes since 2003. I will forever sing 

its praises! 

 



 

 

 

About Speaking of Dogs 

Speaking of Dogs Rescue Program is a Canadian registered charity established in the Greater Toronto 
area (with foster homes across Ontario). Launched in 2001, we are a foster-based, all breed rescue with 
a focus on senior dogs. We are run solely by volunteers with a mission to help homeless dogs in need by 

providing shelter or sanctuary, necessary medical care, adoption and education. 
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Contact Speaking of Dogs 

P.O. Box 8058 
RPO Hurontario 

Collingwood, ON L9Y 0H1 
705-444-SODR (7637) 

speakingofdogs@gmail.com 
www.speakingofdogs.com 

 


