Saving just one dog won’t change the world...
but, surely, the world will change for that one dog...

Consider Starting the
New Year by Guiding
a Dog to a New Life
Nancy Foran
I had three successful fostering experiences
before I failed fostering 101: I adopted my
fourth foster, Lincoln (now Bailey). I’ve
never regretted keeping him, but part of me
still misses fostering. The size of my home
and the health of one of my cats prevent me
from fostering now, but I’m very glad I
embarked on the experience three years ago.
Knowing you’re helping to transform a dog’s
life from sadness and insecurity to joy, love,
and stability is a privilege. Since I’m such an
animal lover, people often assume I must
have wanted to keep every foster dog that
came into my home. I probably had my
weak moments with each of them, but in the
end I knew the right home for them wasn’t
with me, and seeing them go to that right
home was a very happy thing, even though I
was sometimes smiling through tears.
Speaking of Dogs Rescue takes incredible
care when placing dogs in forever homes,
so as a foster mom or dad you can take
great comfort in knowing your temporary
best friend is going to have a life filled with
love and stability with a family that’s just
right for him or her. (My first foster now
spends his summers at his family’s cottage,
and my second foster has her own fully
fenced half-acre to romp around with a
sibling also adopted from SOD Rescue.)
There are many reasons to foster. Most of us
just want to help the dogs, but it can

also be a great way to figure out if your
home and lifestyle are a good fit for a
dog. If you are not in a position to make a
long-term commitment but want to help,
consider being a bridge for a dog in need by
fostering. Even if you know you can provide
a good home for a dog, fostering can help
you decide what type and personality
of dog will get along best with the other
people and pets in your household. (I
originally wanted a young large dog with
a short dark coat, and I ended up with an
older small dog with a long white coat!)
If you would like to foster or learn more
about our foster program, contact Lorraine
(lorraine@speakingofdogs.com) to discuss.
She can help you figure out which foster
dog would be the best fit for you.
Fostering requires a combination of love
and logic. It’s not without it’s difficulties, but
knowing you’re the turning point in a dog’s
life is unbelievably enriching.
If you are interested in fostering for Speaking
of Dogs, please visit www.speakingofdogs.
com/volunteering/fostering/

Turn to page 4
to meet Kernel,
who’s looking for
a foster home!
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I am Lucy, a 7-year-old Lab/
Beagle cross weighing an
athletic 40 pounds. While
I’m happy to nap for a
portion of the day, I need to
stay engaged, too – I might
even make my own fun if
you don’t make it for me…
Neighbourhood walks are
okay, but I really love to sniff
out a good trail. I adore my
puzzle toys; I may be not
graceful but I’m efficient! I
thrive when I am engaged
in problem-solving and
learning new things. I need
an owner who enjoys keeping
up with my superior mind!

featured dog:

Lucy

labrador retriever / beagle Mix
medium, adult, female

I love my people and, don’t
tell anyone, but I can get quite
silly at times. Children and
other dogs make me very
uncomfortable, so I need a
home with no kids or other
dogs (or cats, as I just can’t
resist chasing them). I’m
learning that dogs aren’t as bad
as they look, so it’s important
that my new person is able to
protect me and not punish me
when I am upset. A house is
ideal for me because I will bark
when there’s activity outside.
My foster parents say I’ve come
such a long way – in fact, I think
they’d keep me if they could!

A friend in need is a friend indeed
Without a doubt, a dog is a real friend. Our dogs come in
all shapes and sizes, but they have one thing in common–
they all need loving forever homes. Open your heart and
your home to a rescue dog. You’ll be glad you did.

Zodiac

Labrador / husky Mix
large, young, malE

For complete information about the adoption process,
please visit www.speakingofdogs-adoption.blogspot.com/
For more information on each dog, simply click on
their name.

Lewis

labrador retriever
large, senior, male

Callie

collie / australian shepherd mix
medium, adult, female
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dogs looking for homes

Lucy

dogs looking for homes

Tristan

Wally

Jed

pomeranian / papillon mix
small, senior, male

poodle / terrier mix
small, adult, male

australian shepherd
large, senior, male

Allie

Cherry Blossom
beagle / all-Canadian mix
medium, adult, female

pomeranian / papillon mix
small, young, male

Dakota

Yogi

Timmy

labrador retriever mix
medium, young, female

german shepherd dog
medium, adult, female

labrador / border collie mix
large, adult, male

Alan (Yogi)

shih tzu
small, adult, male
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dogs looking for homes

Toby

german shepherd dog mix
medium, adult, male

Kernel

beagle
Medium, senior, male

Meet Kernel:
A Wonderful
Dog in Need of
a Foster Home
Kernel comes to you offering tidings
of great joy, sweet Beagle love, and
a low thyroid. About three weeks
ago, Kernel wandered too far from
home. He was found by caring
people who called animal services,
who in turn picked him up and
took him to the shelter. An owner

Juliette

chihuahua
small, adult, female

was located, but when the shelter
called him, he said he would not
pay a pound fee and the dog was
getting too old anyway, so he wasn’t
coming to claim his dog. The shelter
staff loved the little guy and reached
out to rescue groups to help him.
The vet ordered blood tests, which
showed Kernel had a low thyroid,
but all other blood levels were
normal. Speaking of Dogs Rescue
responded to the shelter’s plea for
assistance and picked up the newly
named Kernel Christmas. He is
now on thyroid and arthritis meds
and doing well. He loves and adores
people (not so much other dogs
though; he sometimes grumbles
at them if they get in his face), is
housetrained, enjoys a good nap,
rides well in a car, has no handling
issues, walks slowly on leash but
loves to get out and put that sniffer
to good use, and is basically a sweet
old man (in the 10-year-old range)
who needs a welcoming temporary
home. He is neutered, fully vetted,
and microchipped. If you would be
interested in fostering Kernel, please
email Lorraine@speakingofdogs.com.

Homer

shepherd mix
large, adult, male

Elliot

Dachshund
small, adult, male

Bella

shih tzu
small, adult, female
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Want to wish your nearest and
dearest a happy new year? Trying
to find a way to ask that special
someone to be your valentine?
Whether you want to say “happy

Spring Speaking of
Dogs Seminar!

the author of K9 Kitchen, Your Dogs’
Diet: The Truth Behind the Hype and
Optimal Nutrition. She also hosts a
lively internet discussion group
called K9Kitchen.

In April 2014, Speaking
of Dogs will be hosting
an animal nutrition
seminar with a leading
authority in the field.
Monica Segal is certified
in Animal Health Care through the
University of Guelph with studies in
animal nutrition, physiology, diseases,
parasites, and pet care. She has been
a regular guest on TV and radio and
has written for and appeared in many
North American publications. She is

We will be announcing more news
about her April 2014 seminar in the
new year!

birthday” or “get well soon,” Speaking
of Dogs Rescue has the eCards you
need! Just visit http://speakingofdogs.
com/resources/ecards/ and follow
the simple instructions.

Christmas. We scored with Golds for
the dogs, and we are so grateful! The
lucky ticket drawn was ticket 85. Thank
you to Gerry B., Suzanne W., and
Lorraine H. for overseeing the hockey
raffle and to all of you who bought tickets!

Thanks!
We’d like to thank Ted
Boyd for generously
donating the pair of
Gold Leafs tickets
to us just before

Visit our online store at
www.speakingofdogsbasketsandgifts.ca
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events

Introducing
Speaking of Dogs
Rescue eCards!

Marlo Hiltz, CPDT-KA
Have you ever
heard the phrase
“the dog ate my
homework”?
Well, your dog
may in fact be
helping your
child with his or
her homework.
The company Pets At Home conducted
a survey of 1,000 children between
the ages of 5 and 16 that revealed 79
percent of those students believed
that owning a pet had a positive effect
on their sense of responsibility and
improved their social skills.1 When
you take a look at your child’s report
card, you’ll see that responsibility is an
essential skill for success. What’s even
more surprising is that researchers in
the U.S. found that reading to dogs
helped children improve their reading
fluency by over 30 percent!2 That’s a lot!
Children feel safe reading around dogs.
They feel like they are not being judged
or corrected, and they can be more
animated, which can help them build
more confidence.
With these benefits in mind, let’s look
at responsible pet ownership and how
you can get children more involved...
Prior to getting a dog, your children
can help you research what supplies
you will need, and they can make a list
and help with the shopping. Here are
some tasks you can assign to children,
depending on their age:
• Organize where to keep the supplies,
such as the food, collar, leash and
poop bags, grooming supplies, and toys.
• Help devise a schedule that outlines
who is responsible for what, such as
when the dog should be fed, walked,

trained, bathed, groomed, played
with, etc.

ask the trainer

The Dog Ate
My Homework

• Maintain a calendar of events
by writing down appointments for
veterinarian visits, grooming
sessions, training, and/or a
medication schedule.
• Organize a binder of handouts from
the veterinarian and trainer.
• Give them fun titles, like Director
of Training or Food Manager.
It’s really important for children to
understand that their dog is a living
thing and that dogs have feelings and
needs. Children need to be taught to be
gentle with dogs and to respect them.
You can teach a child what keeps a
dog safe, healthy, and happy by being
a good role model. Demonstrate how
to brush the dog, how to feed the dog,
how to put on their leash, and how to
teach behaviours like “come” and “sit.”
It’s essential that children learn as much
as they can about dog body language
so they can recognize what their dog is
saying and what their dog needs. For
more on dog body language, visit
www.doggonesafe.com/Speak_Dog.
If you’re wondering when a child is old
enough to walk or otherwise interact
with a dog without adult supervision,
there is no “one size fits all” rule.
Parents need to evaluate both the dog
and the child and then decide when the
time is right.
Doggone Safe suggests a child is ready
to walk a dog alone
• when the child can read the dog’s
body language;
• when the child and dog have a
mutually respectful relationship;
• when the dog will willingly and
happily follow directions from the
child;

• if the dog has never shown signs of
aggression toward people or other
dogs and does not chase cars, cats,
or other animals; and
• when the child knows how
to interpret situations and take
appropriate action.
Parents must also know that
sometimes the novelty of a new pet
will wear off for a child. In that case,
the responsibility really is theirs. It’s
important to praise children for any
active role that they take in caring for
their dog; tell them how much you
appreciate their help.
Parents should, however, avoid making
their children feel guilty for not helping
look after the family pet, as that will
just build up resentment. Parents
definitely shouldn’t tell their children
that if they don’t do a particular
task then they will get rid of the dog
because that just teaches children that
dogs are disposable, which they aren’t.
Happy and Healthy New Year!
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2174318/
Children-pets-clever-according-new-survey-chinchillaowners-getting-best-results.html

1.

http://www.sott.net/article/207678-Dogs-Helped-KidsImprove-Reading-Fluency

2.
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meet our volunteers

Meet Our
Volunteers!
Dog rescue is not a solo undertaking.
Every month, some 40 volunteers
help Speaking of Dogs Rescue save
lives and bring dogs from loneliness
and uncertainty to happiness and
warmth. In this regular feature, we’ll
be introducing you to some of the
awesome people who volunteer their
time with us.

Meet Gerry Barton...
In what ways do you volunteer for the
rescue?
First and foremost I foster, frequently
hounds, and it appears now maybe
skin-issue dogs as well. Frankly, I
enjoy the challenge. I also perform
home visits, am frequently the dropoff and pick-up location in my region,
participate at events such as Woofstock,
do the odd transport, am the hockey
raffles captain, and keep the Facebook
page updated. (Gerry is too modest
to say this, but under her guidance
the Facebook page has grown to 1,200
friends and become a driving force
behind the rescue.)
How do you think your volunteering
has allowed you to help the dogs?
From providing the first warm home
and loving arms a dog may have ever
known or helping a family re-home
their beloved family friend to training

to make the dog more “adoptable” or
nursing a sick one back to health or
even helping raise a few hundred bucks
at the yard sale, the possibilities for
anyone to help are endless really.
Has volunteering for the rescue helped
you in any way?
As most of us say, I get more from the
dogs then they do from me. Besides
the sheer joy they provide when they
come out of their shell and learn to
trust, I have also really begun to excel
at patience, continually trying different
approaches to find the one best suited
to the individual dog, and it also gets
me out into my community! Speaking
of Dogs has allowed me to grow and

develop in so many ways. It has become
my passion.
Can you tell us about one of your
favourite volunteer experiences with
the rescue?
Funny, out of all the dogs I have
fostered, (think I’m on my 20th), it’s
not the one I would have thought. Sure
there are the ones who had lived their
life on a chain, the puppy mills survivors
and the abandoned ones. However, it
was one we transported. We picked up a
very sick dog from her reluctant owner
at a gas station. It was not a pleasant
situation, but being able to help get that
little one to the emergency care she
needed was priceless.

We Won...
Thanks to your support!
Thank you to everyone who voted for Speaking of Dogs Rescue
in Toronto Pet Daily’s Best of 2013 Readers’ Choice Awards
(www.torontopetdaily.com). We won the category of Best
Animal Shelter or Rescue Organization with your support and
networking! We are honoured and will proudly display the
Toronto Pet Daily award decal on our website and Facebook
page. Thanks again from all of us at Speaking of Dogs Rescue.
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Lorraine Houston
1. Sponsor a spay or neuter surgery.
2. Consider fostering a dog; most
shelters and rescues are always
desperately searching for foster parents.
3. Help promote a shelter or rescue
dog through social media; even just
one “like” can go a long way to
getting a dog into a forever home.
4. Offer to take pictures of the dogs
for a shelter or rescue; a picture can
be worth more than just a thousand
words – it can be worth one good
home too.

Once I was a lonely dog,

“And all around you are

Just looking for a home.

the ones that check the pounds,

I had no place to go,

And those that share their home

No one to call my own.
I wandered up and down the streets,
in rain in heat and snow.
I ate what ever I could find,
I was always on the go.
My skin would itch, my feet were sore,
My body ached with pain.
And no one stopped to give a pat
Or to gently say my name.
I never saw a loving glance,
I was always on the run.
For people thought that hurting me

after you’ve been found.”
“And all the other folk
are searching near and far.
To find the perfect home for you,
where you can be a star.”
She said, “There is a family,
that’s waiting patiently,
and pretty soon we’ll find them,
just you wait and see.”
“And then they’ll join our circle
they’ll help to make it grow,

5. Volunteer to walk dogs at your local
shelter – it’s good for you and even
better for them.

was really lots of fun.

so there’ll be room for more like you,

And then one day I heard a voice

who have no place to go.”

6. Become a transporter. Almost every
weekend, dogs leave shelters to
go into rescue organizations; safe,
responsible drivers are always
needed from Windsor to Ottawa
and beyond!

So gentle, kind and sweet,

I waited very patiently,

And arms so soft reached down to me

The days they came and went.

And took me off my feet.

Today’s the day I thought,

“No one again will hurt you”
Was whispered in my ear.
“You’ll have a home to call your own

7. Donate toys and treats, blankets,
Thundershirts, Kurunda beds, or
gas cards to your chosen rescue or
shelter (best to call or email for their
input first).

where you will know no fear.”

8. Offer to donate the cost of a box of
pet microchips – which come in 50
or 100 unit and cost about $10.00
each, with taxes and shipping.

I was afraid I must admit,

9. Organize a fundraiser, such as a
walkathon, yard sale, or card game. It
takes the pressure off the volunteers, who
are often stretched for time and energy.
10. Pass your education along: share
your knowledge about humane
training, puppy mills, no pet store
purchases, preventing lost dogs,
finding lost dogs, how to report cruelty
situations, the importance of spaying
and neutering, and whatever other
messages will help get the word out!

“You will be dry, you will be warm,
you’ll have enough to eat
And rest assured that when you sleep,
your dreams will all be sweet.”
I’ve lived so long in fear.
I can’t remember when I let
A human come so near.

my family will be sent.
Then just when I began to think
It wasn’t meant to be,
there were people standing there
just gazing down at me.
I knew them in a heart beat,
I could tell they felt it too.
They said, “We have been waiting
for a special dog like you.”
Now every night I say a prayer
to all the gods that be.

And as she tended to my wounds

“Thank you for the life I live

And bathed and brushed my fur

and all you’ve given me.

She told me ‘bout the rescue group

But most of all protect the dogs

And what it meant to her.

in the pound and on the street.

She said, “We are a circle,

And send a Rescue Person

A line that never ends.
And in the center there is you
protected by new friends.”

to lift them off their feet.”
—Author Unknown
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helping shelter / recue dogs

10 Ways You Can
Help Shelter/
Rescue Dogs in 2014

Helping Lost
Pets offers 12 tips
to keep a newly
adopted dog safe.

Here are 10
excellent reasons
to adopt a senior
animal.

The Toronto
Humane Society
is wishing pet
owners a happy
neuter year by
providing a limited
number of neutering
appointments for
only $20 this month.
The Toronto Crime
Stoppers Tattle Tails
Campaign, which
aims to eliminate
animal abuse
and neglect, is on
Facebook!
Find out how
a goose helped
rehabilitate a
German Shepherd...

Doggone Safe
considers when a
child is old enough
to walk a dog alone.

& bites

Simply click on a summary to be
whisked away to the internet page
where you can read the full story.

Yvette Van Veene
explains why
“flooding” is no
way to train a
phobic dog.

bits

Bits & Bites

A Toronto woman
has lost her court
case against two
veterinarians who
vaccinated her dog
against her wishes.
Orlando the seeingeye dog doesn’t just
guide his master
through life – he
saved his master’s
life!
The Animal Legal
Defense Fund has
ranked Canadian
animal protection
laws on a provinceby-province basis.
You can read their
report here.
Every cat owner
who works from
home (including
me!) will be
overjoyed to read
this invaluable
advice from Yvette Van Veen: How to
keep cats from lying on your laptop!
This fun blog post
explains why it’s
great to date a dog
owner.

it’s never toO
late to donate
We are always looking for donations
(new or gently used) for our foster
dogs and Second Hand Shopping
Baskets (items sold at the events
we attend).

Specifically we need:
• harnesses—all sizes
• dog coats and sweaters—all sizes
• dog notecards
• stuffed toys
• balls and Kongs
• dog boots (all sizes, ensure there
are 4)
• martingale collars (all sizes)
• dog books
• stainless-steel bowls

Video Bits and Bites
A German
Shepherd driving
a car? Now that’s a
good gag!

Your donations are greatly
appreciated and make a big
difference to the lives of our foster
dogs. For location drop off or pick
up, please email Lorraine at
lorraine@speakingofdogs.com
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recent adoptions

Happy
Tails
December 2013 adoptions:
A big thank you to our foster
parents and our new adoptive
guardians for helping give these
loving dogs a second chance.

Ruby

Tango

Casper

Princess Dora

Clarice

Rupert

Karma

Whitney
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1, 2) Volunteers listen to Lorraine and Kim talk about what the rescue accomplished this year; 3, 4, 5, 6) All the lunchers dutifully lined up for photos!; 7) Volunteer of the Year
Chris Henkel, who has helped immensely with the auctions – photographing and cataloguing items, proofreading the write-ups, and reaching out to donors – and the yard
sales (she also took all of the photos on this page, except this one); 8) Angel of the Year Dr. Carolyn Benson, who has helped treat many of our dogs, particularly those with skin
problems as well as a heartworm case; 9) Louise Burkhardt Award–winners Cathy Vandergeest and Nancy Foran, the newsletter team; not pictured is our Foster of the Year,
Petopia Doggie Daycare; 10) Lisa Charlton (www.lisacharltongallery.com) made lovely ornaments for all of the volunteers who attended.
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event recap

Many of Speaking of Dogs Rescue’s volunteers met for lunch in early December to celebrate the holidays, reconnect, and,
of course, talk about dogs! Chinese food was eaten, beautiful gift baskets were raffled off, and awards were handed out.
Congratulations to all our award winners, and thanks again to all our volunteers, with special wags to Karen Purchmajer,
who designed the lovely certificates that were given to the award winners.

in memoriam

The Creation
When God had made the earth and sky
the flowers and the trees,
He then made all the animals
the fish, the birds and bees.
And when at last He’d finished
not one was quite the same.

Marilyn

Passed: December 2, 2013
loved by: Meagan and Neil

He said, “I’ll walk this world of mine
and give each one a name.”
And so He traveled far and wide
and everywhere He went,
a little creature followed Him
until it’s strength was spent.
When all were named upon the earth
and in the sky and sea,
the little creature said, “Dear Lord,
there’s not one left for me.”
Kindly the Father said to him,
“I’ve left you to the end.
I’ve turned my own name back to front
and called you dog, My friend.”
—Author Unknown

In memory of the wonderful dogs who have
enriched our lives with their unconditional love.
We will always treasure the memories and
special moments we have shared.
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